STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEFARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

P.O. Box 30212
Laxsgmc. MICHIGAN 48009

Honorable Howard C, Walker
State Representative

The Capitol
Lansing, MI

Dear Representative Walker:

Attorney General Cox has asked me to respond to your recent letter in which you ask
whether a professional engineer, by virtue of possessing a professional engineering license, is
authorized to establish or reestablish a land boundary or to perform the designing or the design
coordination of the plotting of land and the subdivision of land. Due to the subject matter of the
request, [ asked staff in the Licensing and Regulation Division to review your letter. The
following represents their findings.

The professions of engineering, land surveying, and architecture are governed by Article
20 of the Occupational Code, MCL 339.2001 et seq. Although Article 20 regulates engineers,
architects, and land surveyors, each is considered a separate and distinet profession. Memer v
State Bd of Registration for Architects, Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors, 20 Mich
App 429, 174 NW2d 293 (1969). In general, it is unlawful for a person licensed as an engineer,
architect, or land surveyor 10 engage in activities regulated by another profession. OAG, 1977-
1978, No 5094, p 273 (November 30, 1977).

The establishment or reestablishment of a land boundary and the designing or design
coordination of the plotting of land and the subdivision of land are activities specifically included
under the definition of "practice of professional surveying® in Article 20:

Land surveying that is the surveying of an area for its correct determination or
description for its conveyance, or for the establishment or reestablishment of a land
boundary and the designing or design coordination of the plotting of land and the
subdivision of land. [MCL 339.2001(f)(i).)

Accordingly, because the statute specifically defines the above-stated activities as
professional land surveying activities, a professional engineer, by virtue of possessing a
professional engineering license, would not be authorized to engage in such activities.

Although the Occupational Code does provide for a limited overlapping of professions,
this exception applics to the work of architects and engineers, not land surveyors:






